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An Investigation into the Mu ‘tazilite Encounter with Christianity and Christians

AliRanjbar’

Abstract

Islam is a monotheistic religion that, following its inception, embarked on extensive
conquests. From the very beginning of the Islamic conquests, cultural and theological
encounters between Islam and other religions, particularly Christianity, also commenced.
In this confrontation, adherents of other religions, upon hearing the logic and doctrines
of Islam, either recognized its veracity and embraced it or rose in opposition to it. In
response to these detractors, Muslims engaged in the rational explanation and defense of
Islamic teachings. Christianity was among the primary religions with which Muslims
came into contact. In their encounter with Islam, Christians authored polemical
refutations targeting the Qur’an and Islamic teachings, as well as attempting to propagate
their own beliefs and dogmas among Muslims. Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology, this study examines the encounter of the Mu‘tazila —a major early Islamic
theological school- with Christianity and Christians. The findings reveal that during their
engagement with Christianity and Christians, the Mu‘tazila sought to demonstrate the
truth of Islam through theological disputations and explanations, and they composed
refutations against Christian opposition and hostility toward Islam, adopting a rationalist
framework to explain Islamic teachings. Consequently, rather than blindly accepting
Christian polemical arguments against Islamic teachings, the Mu ‘tazila countered them

with rigorous rational arguments— which resulted in the growth and intellectual
development of Mu ‘tazilite thought.

Keywords: Christianity, Mu tazila, encounter, Christians, Islam.
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