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Genealogy and Theological Critique of the "Religion of Humanity": Analyzing the

Internal Contradictions of Comtean Humanism Vis-a-vis Islamic View on Huminity

Ebrahim Aziz Asl’

Abstract

The Western epistemic transition from theocentrism to secular humanism led to Auguste
Conte’s formulation of the “Religion of Humanity,” believing to replace God with
“humanity” by eliminating the sacred. This study aims to trace the genealogy of this
theory and critically examine it through Islamic theological foundations as well as the
Islamic view on huminity. It asks whether a “man-made religion” can genuinely ensure
human flourishing and meet innate spiritual needs. Using a descriptive—analytical
method and a dual interior and exterior critical approach on religion, the research draws
on library sources, positivist writings, and primary Islamic texts. The findings indicate
that the Religion of Humanity is marked by structural contradictions, such as
“sacralization without transcendence,” conceptual ambiguity regarding its abstract object
of devotion, and the absence of binding moral authority. In contrast, Islamic view on
huminity -through the doctrines of fitrah and comprehensive human development-
establishes a balanced relation between the earthly and transcendent dimensions of
human existence and by special concern on “intrinsic dependence” and “boundless
perfectionism” shows that true human identity is realized only through connection with
the Divine, not by an illusiory independce from Him. Thus, Comte’s project results not
in positioning manking on God’s elevated throne, but in mankind’s spiritual emptiness
and his fall. Overcoming the modern crisis of meaning requires not the “humanization of
religion”, but the “spiriualization of the human”.

Keywords: Religion of Humanity, Auguste Conte, Homo Religiosus, Humanism,
New Theology, Islamic view on humanity.
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