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The Role of the Imaginal World in Explaining the Afterlife in the Illuminationist
System and Solving Its Defects in Mulla Sadra’s Philosophy

Erfané h Mohammadzadeh Haghighi' / Mohammad Taghizadeh"

Abstract

Explaining the states of souls after death is among the most fundamental and complex
issues in Islamic philosophy and theology, and it has been discribed differently by
various thinkers. Suhrawardi, with his distinctive illuminationist approach, offered
explanations for these matters, while Mulla Sadra critiqued his interpretations and
proposed solutions to solve the theoretical defects in Suhrawardi’s system. This study,
using a descriptive-analytical and comparative method and based on Suhrawardi’s
primary works, his commentators, and Mulla Sadra’s interpretations, seeks to answer the
following questions: How does Suhrawardi explain the postmortem states of souls,
heaven and hell, and bodily resurrection? What criticisms did Mulla Sadra raise, and how
did he resolve them? The findings show that Suhrawardi explains the postmortem states
of souls through the concept of the descending “imaginal world” and the notion of the
“suspended exemplar”. However, his neglect of the connected imagination as well as his
materialistic understanding of the faculty of imagination introduced shortcomings in his
theory. Mulla Sadra, by affirming the immateriality of the imaginative faculty and
recognizing the imaginal world in the ascending arc, resolved these weaknesses. This
resulted in a more precise understanding of the imaginal body and a more comprehensive
theory of the soul’s postmortem states, providing a rational framework for the fulfillment
of prophetic promises regarding heaven, hell, and bodily resurrection.

Keywords: Imaginal world, postmortem states of the soul, heaven and hell, bodily
resurrection, Suhrawardi, Mulla Sadra.
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