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Investigating the Concern of "Genetic Engineering and Changing Human Identity"

Based on the Philosophical Foundations of Mulla Sadra and Ibn Sina
Malihe Khodabandeh Baygi' \ Mehdi Bayatmokhtari* \ Mostafa Momeni"

Abstract

Science advances from the beginning of the Renaissance have created many challenges
for thinkers and believers. Such challenges that made it necessary to raise the issue of the
relationship between science and religion. Biology and consequently genetics caused
deep challenges in this field. The discovery of DNA molecules and human genomes and
the ability of experts to change human genetic makeup were among the main things that
provided the basis for discussion between this knowledge and religious thought more
than the time before it. There are many questions and doubts in this field. In this article,
with a descriptive-analytical method, we have focused on the challenge of whether
human genetic engineering and its manipulation lead to a change in human identity or
not. The authors claim that according to a careful look at the foundations of Hikmat al-
Mashah in the knowledge of soul (marefat-al-nafs) and also from the physical aspect of
the existence of the soul in transcendental wisdom, genetic changes can affect the soul
and its conditions, and this concern cannot be resolved by carefully looking at the basics
of Hikmat al-Mashai and Sadrai. In this article, we have explained this claim by stating
the basics of these two philosophical systems.
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