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A Reading of the Temporal Origination of Creation in the Light of Mulla Sadra’s
Methodology

Marzich Hatef

Abstract

In justifying the relationship between the originated and the eternal, Islamic philosophers
have regarded the universe as essentially originated and temporally eternal. In contrast,
most theologians subscribed to the doctrine of temporal origination and rejected the
belief in the eternity of all creation, claiming this interpretation to be in accordance with
religious propositions. By relying on his own philosophical principles, such as substantial
motion, Mulla Sadra accepted the theologians' view regarding the temporal origination
of the universe and considered many religious statements as evidence supporting his
claim. However, he confined temporal origination exclusively to the natural world. The
present study, which is structured using an analytical-descriptive method, while
explaining Mulla Sadra's approach and articulating the difference between his view on
temporal origination and those of his predecessors, challenges his restriction of temporal
origination to the natural world. It argues that, despite his explicit assertions on this
exclusivity, one can by adhering to the theory of the "spirits of meanings" consider all
contingents and effects of the Divine Truth as originated through temporal origination.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, temporal origination, substantial motion, spirit of the

meaning of time.
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