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A Quranic Critique of Dr. Soha's Conception of Fatalism and Its Impact on the
Legitimacy of Religious Governance, with Emphasis on the Perspective of Martyr

Motahhari
Ali Arabi Ayask' \ Mohammadebrahim Roshanzamir™ \ Farzad Dehghani®

Abstract

The book Nagd-e Qur'an (The Critique of The Quran) by Dr. Soha, in an over 850 pages,
compiles doubts about the Qur'an and portrays the Quran as a human work while
denying revelation and religions. In his work, Dr. Soha presents fatalism as one of the
fundamental harms of religious governance; a harm that, in his view, leads to human
indifference toward individual and social changes, general stagnation, and acceptance of
domination and oppression. The present research, employing library-based documentary
methods, descriptive-analytical approach, and content analysis of texts, seeks to clarify
whether belief in deterministic fate can be regarded as a harm in Islamic governance -
particularly among rulers- and whether it hinders the development and progress of the
Islamic societies. The findings of this study indicate that fatalism, in the sense of
deterministic predestination, is an unwarranted attribution to the Quran and Sunnah,
often stemming from superficial interpretations or incorrect understandings of the Divine
concepts. In this regard, the perspective of Martyr Motahhari holds particular importance.
He criticizes deterministic thought, emphasizes the role of human will and free choice in
individual and social destiny, and considers fatalism contrary to the spirit of Islam and
an obstacle to the flourishing of societies. In explaining verses that attribute tyrannical
rule to God, it becomes evident that dominion and governance are known as a Divine
blessing for the worthy and a curse and means of trial for those lacking qualification.
Furthermore, traditions that call for acceptance of oppressive governments are
incompatible with Islam's logic of struggle against injustice and appear to have been
fabricated to legitimize corrupt systems.
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