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The Strategy of Taqiyya in the Thought and Debates of Sheikh al-Mufid:
A Synthesis of Tolerance, Defense, and Theological Innovation
Nasrin Kordnezhad!

Abstract

This research aims to elucidate the function of the taqiyya strategy in
the theological thought and practical conduct of Sheikh al-Mufid,
focusing on an analysis of the content of his debates. The findings indicate
that Sheikh al-Mufid, with his profound understanding of the social,
political, and intellectual conditions of his time, employed "tagiyya" on
three levels: precautionary (khawfi), conciliatory (mudarati), and
argumentative (istidlali). He utilized this strategy not as a passive method,
but as an active and rational tool for managing interfaith interactions. This
was done to preserve religious identity, clarify doctrinal teachings, and
strengthen the Imami theological discourse. The research method is
descriptive-analytical, and its data has been gathered through library
sources and content analysis of theological and historical texts,
particularly the recorded debates of Sheikh al-Mufid with the intellectual
figures of his era. The outcome of this research is the articulation of a
systematic and flexible model of tagiyya as an active discursive strategy.
This model played a pivotal role in the dynamism of the Imami
theological school and the expansion of scientific interactions and
discussions. This paradigm can serve as a basis for understanding similar
approaches in the history of Shiism and for analyzing contemporary
religious interactions.

Keywords: Sheikh al-Mufid, theological debates, theological strategy,

tagiyya, taqiyya al-mudarat (conciliatory) , taqiyya al-khawf (precautionary).
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