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A Comparative Study of the Role and Position of Reason in Explaining
Religious Beliefs from the Perspectives of Farabi and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli

Seyed Mohammad Bager Mousavi Karamati' / Mmohamad Mahdy Gorjian Araby?

Abstract

The issue of the relationship between reason and religion is among the
challenging topics with an ancient background in philosophy, theology, and
religious thought. This longstanding contentious nature stems from the fact
that the relation between reason and religion has a significant impact on the
realm of religious knowledge, which has led Muslim philosophers to devote
particular attention to explaining the type of interaction between reason and
religion in their reflections. Among them, Farabi, the famous philosopher of
the fourth century AH (tenth century CE), and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, the
prominent contemporary philosopher, have endeavored to prove the
compatibility of reason (‘aql) and transmitted tradition (naql) through a
convergent reading. From the viewpoint of these two eminent philosophers
in the history of philosophy, rational knowledge is inseparable from religious
knowledge and, moreover, falls within the domain of religious knowledge,
and neither is independent of the other in attaining truths. Although these two
philosophers generally share the view that there is no conflict between reason
and religion, they differ regarding how to explain their relationship, the
method of utilizing reason in explaining religious teachings, and the
limitations of rational understanding. In the present writing, after stating the
perspectives of Farabi and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli on the important role of
reason in understanding and explaining religious propositions, this difference
is compared and assessed in order to determine within the epistemological
framework of which of these two philosophers, the scope of rational
interpretation of religious realms more clearly demonstrates the compatibility
of reason and religion. The obtained result indicates that Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli's approach is more constructive because it involves greater adherence
to the apparent meanings of transmitted revelation (naql-e vahyani) and is free
from the inadequate interpretations of the philosophical system regarding
religious propositions.

Keywords: Reason, religion, revelation, active intellect, rationalism,
traditionalism.
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