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A Comparative Analysis of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and Paul Tillich's
Views on Reward and Punishment in the Hereafter
Nafiseh Fayazbakhsh! \ Alireza Darabi’ \ Marzieh Fiyouzat®

Abstract

This study presents a comparative analysis of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli
and Paul Tillich's views on reward and punishment in the hereafter.
Javadi Amoli, drawing upon "Transcendent Philosophy", considers
reward and punishment as intrinsic and ontological consequences of
human actions, emphasizing the principle of correspondence between
actions and their outcomes. In contrast, Tillich, with an existentialist
approach, interprets reward as union with the "Basis of Being" and
punishment as the experience of alienation from God. This study reveals
that Javadi Amoli upholds the objective realization of both bodily and
spiritual resurrection, whereas Tillich leans towards symbolic language
and existential experience in explaining human destiny. Moreover, while
Javadi Amoli considers free will as the basis of human responsibility,
Tillich stresses the acceptance of Divine grace as the means of
overcoming anxiety and existential void. This research reveals the
similarity between the two scholars’ ideas in the acceptance of the relation
between the destiny in the hereafter and the quality of the relation to God,
though they have grown up from different religious traditions. This
comparative study can contribute to the expansion of inter-religion and
inter-philosophy studies about eschatology.

Keywords: Reward and punishment, embodiment of deeds, basis of
being, resurrection, free will.
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