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Epistemic Responsibility in the Internalist Theory, a Study of the Point
of View of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli
Zeynab Askariant

Abstact

Epistemic responsibility is one of the most important topics in contemporary
epistemology. The Internalist theory in epistemology emphasizes on this
responsibility by accepting the self-control of human in acquiring his beliefs. Most
Internalists believe that we are justified in our beliefs as long as we follow the best
evidence available to us. By comparing the thoughts of internalist epistemologists
with those of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, the purpose of this article is to show that
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, like epistemic internalists, emphasizes on the internality
and to show that he believes that the subject needs to provide evidence for some of
his beliefs and therefore has the epistemological responsibility to increase true belief
and decrease false beliefs by seeking evidence. Therefore, in his approach, in
addition to the responsibility of forming his epistemological structure with rational
virtues (externalism epistemic responsibility), he is also responsible for internalist
epistemic duties such as providing evidence for the things not obvious and paying
attention to reasonable problems (forms) and being responsible to them.

Keywords: Internalism, evidence, justification, epistemological responsibility,
fundamentalism
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