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The Unity of Existence and its Traces in Rumi's Works
(Emphasis on the Manifestation and Sublimation of God)

Nematollah Badakhsahn! \ Azizollah Salari?

Abstract

Rumi in his works, especially Masnavi Ma’anavi, states that the unity of God is
compatible with manifestation, purification, and transcendence of God and one can
believe in all of them. This is contrary to some other philosophical views like
pantheism and those who believe in incarnation and union. Rumi even believes that
such a viewpoint can give a better and closer image of God defined in the religious
concept. The methodology in this study is descriptive and analytical and it is
attempted to prove the belief of Rumi in the unity of existence, first. Then, the sub-
principles and traces of this belief in his works are determined and investigated. The
unity of existence is the fundamental principle of his school. How he explains and
proves the principle, based on the manifestation and purification of God based on,
is the question especially answered here. Accordingly, his mystical school and the
moderate method of his thoughts are introduced, first. Then, based on the unity of
existence, the unity is divided into horizon and souls. Afterwards, the status of
essence and the status of Divine names and attributes are shown to be different. The
sub-principles and consequences of this belief is resemblance at the same time as
purification and purification at the same time as the resemblance. These
consequences are also clarified during the study.

Keywords: Rumi, unity of existence, manifestation, resemblance, transcendence,
purification, God
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