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An Investigation into the Nature of Motion according to Avicenna and Mulla Sadra
and Its Philosophical and Discursive Outcome

Sharafat Zebardast'\Mohammad Hossein Irandoost? \ Hassan Moalemi®
Abstract
Explaining the nature of "traversal and being-in-the-middle motion" and their
manifestation in the real world is among the crucial topics in the philosophical
scopes. There are countless views regarding this topic, the most important of which
is that of Avicenna and Mulla Sadra. Each of these views has its different
requirements and leads to diverse consequences. The present study intends to
analyze the views of these two philosophers on the nature of motion and their
outcomes. Library method is employed to collect the needed data and descriptive
and analytical methods are utilized to analyze the data. The results indicated that
Avicenna believes in the external existence of being-in-the-middle motion and
considers traversal motion imaginary and illusory, while Mulla Sadra considers
traversing motion a reality with external manifestation and considers being-in-the-
middle motion as a mobile connected thing with a unique existence which is totally
included within time. Understanding this fact paves the way for the substantial
motion and removes its obstacles. By proving the substantial motion, many obscure
philosophical problems, such as the bodily resurrection, temporal or pre-eternity
creation of the world, etc. were solved.

Keywords: traversal motion, being-in-the-middle motion, substantial motion,
Avicenna, Mulla Sadra
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