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An Analysis of the Internal Contradictions of the Bahd’{ Faith in Its Claim of

Compatibility with Science and Reason

Hossein Zare' \ Hamidreza Ghorbani Mobin" \ Ali Azizkhani"

Abstract

This research aims to analyze and critically evaluate the Bahd'i faith’s claim of
compatibility with reason and science, and to examine the internal coherence of this
claim in the light of the religion’s own main texts. Employing a descriptive-analytical
method and relying on library-based research, the study examines primary Bahd'i
sources (the Bayan, the Aqdas, the Iqan, the Mufawadat) and other first-hand sources,
the data has been collected and analyzed. The findings indicate that this claim is
confronted with fundamental inconsistencies, including the restrictive attitude of the
founders of the Baha'i Faith toward the pursuit of knowledge and their explicit rejection
of rationalism, the articulation of laws and beliefs incompatible with the findings of the
empirical sciences-such as the claim regarding the possibility of alchemically
transmuting copper into gold and the denial of the validity of the three traditional sources
of knowledge and cognition-sense perception, reason, and transmitted authority
(revelation)-by ‘Abdu’l-Baha, replacing them with the concept of “Holy Effulgence
(Fayd-i Quds).” Such positions effectively preclude any meaningful rational dialogue or
critical evaluation. The claim of compatibility with science and reason in the Bahd' faith
is not a genuine innovation; rather, its antecedence is clearly traceable in Islamic texts.
Owing to its manifest internal contradictions and the explicit rejection of rational and
scientific foundations by the founders of the faith themselves, this claim lacks
authenticity and internal coherence, serving primarily a promotional and justificatory
function, and stands in direct opposition to the robust epistemological framework of
Islam.

Keywords: Baha’i faith, reason, science, contradiction, Abdu’l-Baha4,

Baha’u’llah, internal critique.
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