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Analysis of the Scientific Miracle of the Qur’an in Light of the Criteria of
Miracles
Mohammadreza Ezzati Fordoei!

Abstract

The scientific miracle of the Qur’an is among the most debated topics
in Qur’anic and theological studies. With the expansion of human
sciences, it has gained a distinctive position in contemporary research. On
the one hand, scientific interpretations have provided a basis for
reexamining the miraculous nature of the Qur’an; on the other hand, they
involve the risk of imposing variable empirical concepts upon the Divine
text. In this context, three major approaches have emerged: the excessive
approach, which regards every scientific interpretation of the Qur’an as
miraculous; the moderate approach, which -by taking into account the
conditions of miracle- considers certain scientific indications in the
Qur’an to be beyond the scope of human knowledge; and the minimalist
approach, which limits the notion of scientific miracle to the Qur’an’s
consistency and harmony with scientific discoveries over time, as well as
its adaptability of expression to the understanding of different

generations. Using an analytical—critical method and drawing upon the

fundamental criteria of miracle -such as the disruption of the ordinary
course of nature without violating the principle of causality, the Divine
invitation to challenge and competition, and the Qur’an’s invincibility in
response to such challenges—this article evaluates these perspectives and
concludes that only the moderate approach corresponds to the authentic
standards of miracle and offers a realistic understanding of the Qur’an’s
scientific miracle.

Keywords: Sciece, miracle, Qur’an, consistency, scientific

interpretation, Qur’anic challenge, extraordinary nature.
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