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The Influence of Philosophical and Mystical Approaches on the Elucidation
of Prophethood, Imamate, and the Perfect Human; A Study in the Process of
Shi'i Istibsar

Mohammad Mohammad Rezaei' \ Hossein Ali Daylam?

Abstract

This research aims to analyze the influence of philosophical and
mystical approaches on deepening the understanding of the fundamental
concepts of prophethood, imamate, and the perfect human, as well as their
role in facilitating the process of “Istibsar” (conscious inclination towards
Shi'ism). The necessity of this study stems from the contemporary
human's growing need for a rational, profound, and coherent explanation
of religious principles in the face of modern intellectual challenges. The
research method is qualitative and based on descriptive-inferential
analysis, with data collected from written sources and library studies. The
present study examines the views of Islamic philosophers such as Farabi,
Ibn Sina, and Suhrawardi in elucidating the concepts of revelation,
prophethood, and imamate, as well as Ibn Arabi's mystical principles
regarding the “perfect human” and “wilayah” (guardianship/sainthood),
and correlates them with Shi'i doctrinal teachings. The research findings
indicate that philosophical analyses, by emphasizing rationality, provide
a basis for logical conviction in accepting the concepts of prophethood
and Imamate. In contrast, mystical approaches, by offering intuitive and
ontological explanations, aid in a deeper understanding of the imam's
position as a mediator of Divine grace. The overlap of these two
epistemological frameworks with Shi'i principles helps to resolve
misunderstandings and create a rational-intuitive ground for accepting
Shi'ism. Consequently, this study demonstrates that the combination of
philosophical reason and mystical intuition plays a fundamental role in
solidifying Shi'i beliefs and promoting the process of istibsar.

Keywords: Prophethood, imamate, perfect human, Shi'i istibsar,
philosophy, mysticism.
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