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Studying the Possibility of Apostasy with Attention to the Relationship
Between Belief and Behaviour

(Focusing on the views of Mulla Sadra)
Seyedah Zeynab Hosseini' \ Ebrahim Noei 2

Abstract

Paying attention to the relationship between belief, character (dispositional
habit), and behavior can offer a different interpretation of apostasy. The
present study seeks to answer the question: How does Mulla Sadra’s view on
the relationship between belief, character (malaka), and behavior (action)
influence his explanation of apostasy? The aim of this research is to elucidate
Sadra’s perspective on the possibility of apostasy, employing a descriptive-
analytical method. According to Mulla Sadra, in the ascending path of
spiritual journey (movement from action to knowledge) and at the level of
action or habit -before repeated actions reach the stage of firm establishment
(rusukh) and become a dispositional trait (malaka)- apostasy is conceivable.
This is because, at this stage, transformation in the soul remains possible, and
any attribute that has not yet dominated and firmly ingrained in the soul has
not reached the level of necessity, making the performance of actions
contrary to that attribute relatively easy. In contrast, in the descending path of
spiritual journey, when the soul, through persistence in actions, becomes
habituated and reaches the stage of firm establishment, apostasy loses its
meaning. At this stage, a person’s actions manifest and reflect their acquired
knowledge. Therefore, if the soul attains the level of a firmly rooted
disposition (malaka and rusukh), apostasy becomes impossible. However,
before reaching this stage of firm establishment and dispositional trait,
apostasy remains a possibility.

Keywords: Apostasy, faith, relationship between belief and behavior, Mulla
Sadra, Malaka.
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