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Analytical Evaluation of Louise Antony's Moral Argument Against Theism
Yaghoub Asadi' \ Seyed Ahmad Fazeli? \ Mohammad Mohammad Rezaei®

Abstract

Atheist philosophers have advanced numerous ethical arguments for the
refutation of theistic belief. Louise Antony, presenting an argument based on
the conflict between theistic belief and ethical agency, concludes that atheism
is necessary for ethical living. This paper undertakes a descriptive-analytical
assessment of Antony's claim, examining the foundations and implications of
her argument. In this argument, Antony argues that the sine qua non for
maximizing Divine approbation is the performance of actions solely
motivated by intrinsic goodness, and discerns the refutation of theistic belief
as the sole psychological expedient to achieve this. Antony's foundational
presupposition in this argument hinges upon the incompatibility between
theism and the intrinsic good/evil of actions, the autonomous agency of the
moral subject, and the repudiation of Divine command deontology. These
presuppositions are subject to substantial philosophical challenges. A
rigorous examination of the concepts of good and evil, and a philosophical
analysis of the process of volitional action, reveals that the notion of
incompatibility between theistic and moral action is questionable.

Keywords: Divine satisfaction, intrinsic good and evil, intrinsic moral
motivation, Louise Antony, Theism.
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