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The Rational Analysis of Creational Agency in the Theoretical Systems of the
Ash'arites and Followers of Transcendent Wisdom
Faranak Bahmani' \ Masoudeh Fazelyeganeh? \ Ali Elah Badashti®

Abstract

The history of philosophy and Islamic theology has witnessed big
Arguments in the issue of “predestianation and volition”. The arguments are
significant not only due to their importance for the concept of divine unity,
which is central to religious teachings, but also because of their political,
cultural, and social results; many politicians have exploited these discussions
to fulfil their programs. This research seeks to elucidate the concept of human
creational agency from the perspectives of the Ash'arites and the followers of
Transcendent Wisdom, addressing doubts regarding human volition and its
relationship with the unity of divine acts (Tawhid Af‘ali). The research
employs a fundamental-applied approach, utilizing documentary and
analytical methods as necessary. The primary sources include the works of
Ash'arite theologians and followers of Transcendent Wisdom, along with
other relevant literature that serves to clarify and supplement the study’s
objectives. The findings suggest that the followers of Transcendent Wisdom
view humans as proximate creational agents, attributing to them a form of
creational agency that operates within the framework of God's independent
agency. In contrast, the Ash'arite perspective, grounded in their commitment
to the unity of divine acts, is based on two principles: a negative principle,
which entails the "denial of the causal system of the world," and a positive
principle, referred to as the "the theory of divine custom." From the Ash'arite
viewpoint, humans lack creational agency and are merely the recipients of
their actions.

Keywords: Causal system, creational agency, unity of divine acts,
Ash'arites, followers of transcendent wisdom.
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