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Rational Criteria in the Evaluation of the Exaggerated Narrations
of Muhammad Ibn Sinan

Sajad Salami! \ Mozhgan Sarshar? \ Mohammad Sharifani3

Abstract

Muhammad Ibn Sinan Zahiri (d. 220 AH) is one of the prolific narrators
who has significantly influenced the jurisprudence and traditions of the
Imamate. Numerous hadiths attributed to him are found in the Four Books of
Shia literature. Several eminent figures in the field of Rijal (biography of
narrators), including Ibn Al-Ghada'iri in Al-Du'afa (The Weak), Ibn Najashi
in Al-Rijal, Sheikh Tousi in Al-Fihrist and Al-Tahdhibain, Shaheed Al-Thani
in Al-Roudah Al-Bahiyyah, and Khouee in Mu'jam Rijal Al-Hadith, have
criticized him. They assert that he is accused of exaggeration, elevation, and
weakness, which has led them to reject the credibility of his singular
narrations. It is aimed here to examine seven singular narrations of
Muhammad Ibn Sinan in Al-Kafi and Al-Tahdhib, utilizing logical and
empirical evidence as well as the perspectives of prominent Rijal scholars, to
investigate these aforementioned debilitating criteria in his narrations for a
more comprehensive understanding of his work. The texts of these narrations
have been evaluated in light of their exaggerated nature and incompatibility
with reason. The principal finding of this research is that Ibn Sinan's
narrations, due to their numerous debilitating criteria such as
gholov(exaggeration), erterfa(disconnection in the chain of haith), and
immoderation, and extremism, are unacceptable and inconsistent with
rational thought. Consequently, the opinions of the esteemed Rijal scholars
regarding the weakness of Muhammad Ibn Sinan's character and the rejection
of his singular narrations are validated and accurate.

Keywords: Muhammad Ibn Sinan, exaggeration, narration, singular
hadith, rational evaluation.
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