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Investigating the Role of the Imaginal world in Explaining Religious Beliefs from the
Perspective of Sheikh Ashraq
Zeynab Bustani' \ Azadeh Elyasi? \ Hasan Abasi Hosienabadi®

Abstract

Sheikh Shahabuddin Suhravardi has a special place among Islamic
philosophers by including the Imaginal world in his special cosmological
map. He considers this middle world a valuable achievement. In his opinion,
belief in the imaginal world can be the solution to many religious problems
that have challenged theologians for centuries. Among the important issues
is the issue of resurrection and heaven and hell of the souls. By accepting both
types of resurrection, i.e. spiritual resurrection and physical resurrection,
regarding the immortality of souls after death, especially in connection with
physical resurrection, he believes that most of the souls after disposing of
their earthly material body will join an ideal body in the ideal world. After
that, they spend either in happiness and pleasure, or in hardship and pain. if
Suhrawardi had not taken this initiative and had not included this intermediate
world in his special cosmological map, the explanation and justification of
the issue of the rebirth of man after death, in other words, his rebirth in the
world above the world of matter, as well as other religious beliefs such as The
miracles and honors of the prophets, the promises of the prophets, the position
of the angels, etc., would have been very difficult. Based on this, the present
article, which has been prepared in a descriptive-analytical method, aims to
investigate the role and place of the detached Imaginal world in explaining
religious beliefs, especially the issue of resurrection and happiness and the
soul of human beings in Ishraqi philosophy.

Keywords: Suhravardi, Imaginal world, religious beliefs, ascending
purgatory, descending purgatory
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