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A Critical Study on Seddiqin Ontological Argument (Argument of the Righteous):
According to Contemporary Literature

Abdolali shokr!

Abstract

Theosophists commence theological issues by proving the transcendent
Divine Essence. As an ontological argument, Avicenna coined "Seddiqin
Argument (the Argument of the Righteous)" by using the concepts of
necessity and possibility. This argument has changed since it was
proposed until the era of Mulla Sadra and his commentators. According to
the principles of his philosophy, Mulla Sadra criticized the Avicenian
argument and reoffered another distinctive proof that he considered worthy
for that name (Seddigin Argument). On the other hand, commentators such
as Sabzevari and Allameh Tabataba'i criticized the Sadrian argument and
presented an alternative version. Although their reviews have also been
criticized, they argued that their version is closer to the ontological argument
and requires fewer premises to fulfill its purpose, or even needs no premises.
By descriptive-critical approach, this article explains the latest readings on
ontological arguments. it is also concluded that the ontological arguments
developed after Allameh Tabataba'i, are flawed due to their dependence on a
term or their reasoning problems or their incompatibility with the criteria of
Seddigin argument. The transmitted evidence also implies God's existence
does not require proof. In other words, although the Necessary Being is not
provable, He can be known through self-awareness and gnostic
intuition. Without considering their problems, ontological arguments
(Seddiqin argument) are just as additional unnecessary proof, as theosophists
such as Mulla Sadra and Allameh Tabatabai have also asserted.
Keywords: Seddiqin ontological argument, theism, Mulla Sadra, Allameh
Tabatabaei
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