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The Relation between the Divine Essence and the Divine Attributes
according to 'Azdo-din Iji’s Views
Mahdi Gholipour'\ Mohammad Saeedimehr?\ Sadroddin Taheri?®

Abstract

One of the important issues in the ontology of God's attributes is the
relationship between the essence and Divine attributes and the way of
attributing the essence of God Almighty to the attributes of perfection. The
question is whether the attributes of perfection in terms of external existence
are the same as the Divine essence or they are superfluous to the essence.
This article uses a descriptive-analytical method to examine the views of
'Azdo-din Iji on the subject. Eji is an Ash'arite theologian and in this regard
also supports the view of the Ash'arites who belive in the external superfluity
of attributes over the Divine essence. However, in his book, Al-Mawagif, he
criticizes the arguments of the Ash'arites, without presenting a new
argument, in addition to criticizing the arguments of those who believe in
the objectivity of the essence with the attributes of perfection. It seems that
opposing the opposite view is meant for him as a sufficient reason for
supporting his accepted view. In this article, it is shown that although Eiji
has correctly criticized the arguments of the Ash'arites, his criticisms of the
arguments of the believers of the objectivity can be answered. The final
conclusion of the article is that Eiji's attempt to defend the Ash'arite belief in
the superfluity of attributes to the essence has not been successful.

Keywords: necessary being, unity of the essence, the attributes of the
essence, superfluous attributes, Eiji.
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